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During the past year 

(2025) , there have been 

some significant updates 

and new features added 

to the FamilySearch.org 

website. 



This presentation covers a long list of  new features, if  you look in the upper 

right-hand corner of  the FamilySearch.org page, you will see this icon. Clicking 

on the icon brings up help for new features. 



If  you want even more information about any of  the new features, just open a 

new window in your browser and ask Gemini, ChatGPT, or any of  the chatbots 

to help you with the new feature 



Free Genealogical Records: FamilySearch added over 2.2 billion new 

searchable names and images, focusing on records from countries such as 

Italy, French Polynesia, the Philippines, and Ukraine.



The recently added 

records are available in the 

Images section under the 

Search tab.





Digital Library:  More than 41,000 new books were added to the digital collection, 

and the catalog was upgraded with better search filters and place lists.

Number of  free, fully searchable, digitized 

books as of  January 2026: 652,865





Family Tree Growth: The shared tree grew by 163 million people to a 

total of  1.8 billion. Contributors also added 467 million sources.



Full-Text Search (Official Release)

Powered by advanced handwriting recognition, this feature allows you to search 

the text of  historical documents (wills, deeds, census pages) by keyword, rather 

than relying solely on indexed names. It now supports English, Spanish, 

Portuguese, and Italian with improved accuracy.







New Family Tree Features: Updates included an improved merge 

experience to prevent errors and a "Data Quality Score" to help evaluate 

information on ancestor profiles.





AI Research Assistant

Description: Now in full public rollout, this generative AI tool scans your tree 

and records to summarize ancestor profiles and suggest research paths. You 

can ask it questions like "Where might I find more records?" or "What do we 

know about this migration?"



Mobile App Updates: The Android app received enhancements like 

screen reader support and a unified search that checks profiles, records, and 

memories simultaneously.



FamilySearch 

Centers: The 

network expanded 

with 310 new 

centers worldwide, 

bringing the total to 

over 6,447 locations.



The FamilySearch 

Library also offered 

more than 100 free 

webinars in six 

languages during 2025 

on the FamilySearch 

YouTube Channel.



RootsTech 2025: The 
conference saw record 
participation from 235 
countries. It featured 
keynotes from CEO Steve 
Rockwood and artists like 
Rachel Platten, along with 
various tech and impact 
forums.



ARC Symposium: FamilySearch hosted this event for global archivists 

to discuss strategies for preserving records and handling data privacy.



FamilySearch Labs: Tens of  thousands of  users participated in 

testing new features, including AI applications and search tools.


