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OVERVIEW

• Intro to Script Tutorial Website

• German Paleography

• Sections of the website

• Techniques and Tools

• Alphabet

• Documents

• Interactive Exercises

• Additional Resources





HISTORY OF SCRIPT

• Started over 20 years ago in 2005

• Continual work by students and faculty since then

• Updated about 5 years ago











WHAT IS OLD 
GERMAN 
SCRIPT?



THE SIDEBAR





PRACTICAL 
SUGGESTIONS

1. Study new handwriting carefully.

2. Begin with those portions of the record that are 

familiar.

3. Use the surrounding text as a guide.

4. Consider the variety of handwriting found in 

records.

5. Compare unknown letters with those on alphabet 

charts.

6. Consult an outside source.

7. Do not spend too much time on a letter or name.





GERMAN 
NAMES

• Surnames

• Occupational

• Geographical

• Characteristic

• Given Names

• Christian name

• Rufname



















DOCUMENT PAGES

•Context

•Content

•Examples













INTERACTIVE EXERCISES



INTERACTIVE EXERCISES



INTERACTIVE EXERCISES





SUMMARY

The BYU German Script Tutorial 

offers:

• Techniques and Tools

• Alphabet

• Documents

• Interactive Exercises

• Additional Resources

So you can feel confident reading 

this →



THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS?
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