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THE MILITARY LEVYING ROLLS OF DENMARK

RecDrds Df genealogical value in Denmark are amDng the fmest in the wDrld. This hdp> tD Dffset the
fear of the problem of a strange language, a patronymical system of naming, and recDrdings in a Gothic­
script. It is always interesting to ol:6erve hDw recDrds cDmpiled for local and national purposes can be used
in research wDrk.

One Df these valuable Danish sources is the military levying rolls.

BACKGROUND

The regular Danish army CDnsisted of volunteers priDr to 1700. These volunteers were primarily for­
eigners. In 170I, and again in 1733, this "standing" army was supplemented with a natiDnal militia, CDn­
sisting of young men drafted from the rural areas. From 1733 to 1788, the period of "compulsory resi­
dence" (StauTlJbaandet), the great majority of the Danish farmers leased their farms from the Dwners of
large estates, or lords of the manors. These landDwners had the responsibility of supplying the national
militia with a specified number of men from among those leasing or working on the land Dwned by them. A
few levying rD11s are preserved from this period, but they seldom cDntain infDrmation as cDmplete as the
later rolls. This paper, therefore, will deal with those commencing in 1788.

In that year, the methDd of enlistment changed so that the large estate Dwners no longer had any in­
fluence as to who should 5e1Ve in the militia. The cDuntry was divided into a number of levying districts
(lzgds) which usually were identical with the ecclesiastical parishes. Normally, the largest landDvmer in
each levying district was assigned the responsibility Df keeping a current list of alI the young men living
in -the district, with the exception of the sons of nobility, large landowners, parish ministers and clerks,
schoolteachers and other prominent people.

Bernholm County and the incorporated ClUes were the exception to this rule. They had thor own
militia, and are nDt included in military levying rolls.

From 184-3, the incorporated cities kept levying rolls, but only for those persons who had moved
from the rural areas into that city, and were still liable to service in the army. Prior to this period, these
men would be found on the roll Df a levying district next to the city. Copenhagen was the exception to
this rule, and had its own levying district for persons moving into the city from a rural district as early as
1832.

In the yeam following 1788, the national militia was integrated into the regular army, and frDm 1803
the army consisted, with a few exceptions, of young men drafted from the rural districts of Denmark.

The navy was manned primarily by men drafted from the coastal areas, among that part Df the popu­
lation who had its living from the fishing fleet Dr the merchant marine. While the military levying rolls
are complete from about 1790, for those people liable for military service, it was not until 1802 that ~avy
Levying Rolls were prepared, except for the counties of Odense and Svendborg, which began in 1796.

Prior to 1793 there were 4-8 counties ill Denmark and the early military levying rolls were based on that
county arrangement. In 1793 a new arrangement reducing the number of counties was made, but in
several areas of Denmark the old county system was still being used in military levying roll recordations
until about 1806.
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DESCRIPTION AND CONTENTS

I. The Military Ltvying Rolls (Army) consisted of a complete list of conscripts from each particular
district. This list was usually made up every three years. For the other years, where a complete list was
not made, a special supplement listed aU males born in that year or the last part of the previous year,
and also the males that moved into the levying district in that period, provided they had previously
been listed in another district. The rolls are arranged chronologically, and it is easy to discern the
two years that are supplementary lists and which are the complete rolls occurring every three years.
In addition, there is a supplemental list for each third year, in which the complete roll is prepared, re­
cording any changes that had occurred during that year.

A male child was listed on the levying roll shortly after he was born. Also a record was made imme­
diately if a perron moved from one district to another. So it is possible to follow a male from the old
list to a new one, thus tracing his movements from parish to parish.

During the period 1789-1849 males were listed on the rolls from birth and continued to be listed
there until they were around 44 years of age unless removed earlier because of poor health, added
responsibilities or other legitimate reasons. After 12 Feb. 1849 names were dropped from the rolls
when the perrons had reached about age 38. Also, after that date male children were not recorded on
the rolls until they had been confirmed or became 15 years of age. After 1869 the names were not
entered on the rolls until the males were 17 years of age.

Each levying roll contains:

The conscript's name, his age, place of birth, residence, height, old and new serial number,
miscellaneous information pertaining to his service record, disabilities, exemptions from mili­
tary service, notification of death, name of father (if the person is born illegitimate, the
name of the mother is given).

2. Tht Navy Ltvying Rolls contain the same information as the Army Rolls and, in addition, provide
information concerning a conscript's marriage and the number of his children. In those cases where
the conscript is a young man, reference is given to the place where his father appears on the lists.

Information of a person's shipping experiences and occupation are also recorded. Before 1849 the
men would remain on rolls as long as they lived. After 1849 the names were removed around the
age of 50 years, or in cases where they were not employed with the fIShing fleet or the merchant
marine, the names would be removed around the age of 38 years.

An important difference between the Army and Navy Rolls is the arrangement of the complete list,
that is the list taken at three-year intervals. The Navy list for that third year has three sections:

A. Roll of young men (S" UngdomsrulIt). In this section are listed the young men from birth until
the age when they would be able to serve in the Navy.

B. Active Roll (S" Hovtdlistt). This roll contains the names of the men who are at an age to serve
in the Navy.

C. The Extra or Reserve Roll (S" EztrarulIt). In this roll is the list of the older men, the Reserve,
who probably would be asked to serve in event of a national emergeney.
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EXAMPLES TAKEN FROM A PAGE IN THE
MILITARY LEVYING ROLLS (LAEGDSRULLE) FOR THE YEAR 1802

(Lacgd No. 39)

GI. Leb< Nye Lebc Fzd~nesog Sennernes Navne. Sennemes Alder Hejde Nu havende Ved.tqninger
No. (Old No. (New (The names of the fathen and Fedcsted. Aar. Tommer. Opholduted (Mi>c.)

Seri&l No.) Scri&l No.) the SODS.) (The IOn's (Age, (Hcigh~ (PrcsentroUdence)
binbp1ace) Year) Inches)

I. 286 "}M. Christen KnudJen

1OllItl. Brederup 25 63Y. Brederup Gmd.1802
Afslted s.... 1804 (Fanner 1802)
(Dismissed)

2. 287 225 Christen Lanc:n
Lars Siolte 27 62Y, Siolte Soldat 98

(Soldier in 1791

3. 288 226 Hans Jensen
Christen Snesere 6 ._--. bjemme

(at home)

4. 295 "2!!i- lens Serensen

:res Henlev 7 .._.-. Siolte
51 B 316

5. 296 ~ lens Serensen

"SDroIl. Henlev 3 ._. Siela:

51 B 317

6. 310 ~ Niels Olsen

'6Ie. Brederup 3 ._. bjemme

Vejle 16 C 122 (at home)

7. 315 233 Maten Landatter

Ped.. Nielsen Siolte 3 --'" hjemme

(at home)

8. L317 234 Rasmus Lauridsen
Svcn Brederup hjemme fedt (born)

(at home) 11 Augu.st 1802

9. L320 235 Manen Larsen
Manen Bredston 19 64 Brederup fra (from)

41·276

10. L321 236 Hans Svenningsen

Svenning Vorup 22 62 Brederup fra (from)

Randen 7·342

NOTE: On the example sheet some names and numben are crossed out. This indicates that thlU penon was deleted (rom
the roll by transfer to another roll or lOme other muon as indicated by the infonnation shown just under the name.
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Explanation of Examples

I. Knud Christensen became a fanner in 1802 and was able to be removed from the list in 1804; he will
not be found in any Iists for later year.;.

2. Lars Christensen will be found in the next complete list of the parish (or district) as no. 225.

3. Christen Hansen is only 6 years old. His present residence is listed as "hjemme" (at home) with his
parents.

4. Jens Jensen moved to parish (or district) no. 51 (within the same county) and will be found here
on supplement list "B" (the 1804 supplement list) as no. 316.

5. Seren Jensen is very likely a brother to Jens Jensen (see example 4) as he moves to the same place
and will be found on the same list as no. 317.

6. Ole Nielsen moved to parish no. 16 in Vejle County and here will be found on supplement list "C"
(the 1805 supplement list) as no. 122.

7. Peder Nielsen is an illegitimate child, and the mother's name is given instead of the father's name.

8. Sven Rasmussen was born 11 August 1802; the male children are listed on the supplement list shortly
after their birth. The full date of birth is given only on the first supplement list and, in some cases, on
the first complete third year list.

9. Morten Mortensen has just moved into the parish (or levying dist.). He came from district no. 41
in the same county and is found on the last complete third year Jist from that parish as no. 276.

10. This example is similar to no. 9, but Svenning Hansen came from another county, Randers.

In the examples just quoted, it may be wondered how the year of the new list is determined (see
examples nos. 4, 5, 6 and 9).

In example no. 4, for instance, Jens Jensen is simply indicated as having moved, by the entry "51 B
316."

"51" signifies the levying district, "B" indicates the year (1804) and "316" is the entry number
on the 1804 supplemental list. The year 1804 is determined by rderring to the list which follows.
Thus, a reference such as "51 B 316" made B..\CK to the roll for the year 1802, refers to the year 1804, it
being the first year following the year 1802 having a rderence "B."

In other words, when the move was made in 1804, the roll for 1802 (which was a complete third year
roll) was pulled out and the cross-rderence made.

Each of the supplement lists was designated by a letter, except the year 1807 (none) and the year
1842 (two lists). The letter "j" was used for both "i" and "j" in those days.



Supplement lists:

I793-A
1794-B .
1795-C
1796-0
I797-E
I798-F
I799-G
1800-H
1801-J
1802-K

1803-A
1804-B
1805-C
1806-0
1807-(none)
1808-E
1809-F
l81O-G
1811-H
1812-J
1813-K
1814-L

1815-A
1816-B
1817-C
1818-0
1819-E
I820-F
1821·G
I822-H
1823-J
1824-K
1825-L

1826-A
1827-B
1828-C
1829-0
1830-E
1831-F
1832-G
1833-H
1834-J
1835-K
1836-L
1837-M
1838-N
1839-0
1840-P
1841-Q
I842-R and S
I843-T
I 844-U
I845-W
I846-X
I847-Y
I848-Z
I849-AE
1850-0

1851-A
1852-B
1853-C
1854-0
1855-E
1856-F
1857-G
1858-H
1859-J
I860-K
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There is also, of COUl~e, a complete list for every third year to which the above are supplemental.

How to use the Military Levying Rolls

I. Locate on the map the parish and the county where your ancestor lived.

2. Check the book: Genealogical Guidebook and Atlas of Denmark, by Smith and Thomsen, to
determine under what levying district the parish is located.

3. Locate the parish by finding the levying district number on the roll.

4. Since the names of the per.;ons on the roll are listed with their given names only, use the father's
given name (listed just above the other name) and add "sen" to the proper surname for the son.

Value

Probably the greatest value of the military levying rolls to the researcher is that it provides a genea­
logical tool which makes it possible to follow a family moving from one place to another. This is particu­
larly valuable in the period 1790-1830 when most of the parish register.; do not contain any incoming or
outgoing lists. Fortunately, the vast majority of the Oanish population lived in the rural areas at that
time, and the husbands and the sons are found listed in these records.

However, the benefit is not just the possibility of following the movement of a family, but since the
place of birth, the age and the name of the father is given for the persons on the lists, it also becomes p0s­

sible to find the place of birth for all the males recorded as early as 1790. If a per.;on was age 44 in 1790
and li.ted on the rolls, we would Jearn where he was born and the name of the father: i.e., birth place and
parentage as early as 1746-50 can be located in military levying rolls.

Howard Bybee
Comment on Text
Religion/Family History Reference
DL 105 .S6 1969
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Examples of Their Value

No.1

Suppose Peder Nielsen and Ane Kir.;tine Jensen were married in Graese in 1793 and had two children
born there, namdy Jens in 1794 and Maren in 1796. No more children were found in the parish register.;
and the family could not be found in the 1801 census of Graese. The military levying rolls were then used
and it was learned that Jens moved to "Kronborg IS E 215," i.e., Kronborg County, Levying Dist. 15
(Gr0tIhQlt parish), Supplement list "E" (year 1779) entry no. (new no.) 215. (The levying districts from
that area continued to be under the old county system until about 1806). However, when this supplement
list was searched it was discovered that Jens was again listed as having moved to another parish. The fol­
lowing information was given: "10 F 178," i.e., Levying Dist. 10 (Saborg parish), Supplement List "F"
(year 1798) entry no. 178. Jens stayed on the military roll in district 10 for many year.;.

The parish register.; of Grnnholt were searched, and it was found that Peder Nielsen and Ane Kir.;tine
Jensdatter had another daughter, Ane, born there in 1797. This child died a few weeks aIter birth. The
couple then had several children born in Soborg parish and all were found in the 180I census returns of
Saborg.

Without searching the military levying rolls it would have been very time consuming to find the
family in Soborg in the 1801 census returns, but it would have been almost impossible to find the daugh­
ter, Ane, who was born and died in GrBnholt parish, quite far away from any of the other parishes.

No.2

Suppose Soren Knudsen was born 14 Sept. 1801 in Vandborg Parish, the son of Knud Sorensen
and Marie Kirstine Nielsdatter. According to the parish register.; of Vandborg, the father died in 1803 when
he was 27 year.; old. No probate record could be found and there were no clues as to where Knud Soren­
sen was born. The military levying rolls were checked for the year 180I and the following information
found:

Knud, the son of Soren Rasmussen, age 25, born in Skjern. Died 1803. There was no question that
this was the correct person, since it listed the death date. We were then able to locate his place and date
of birth in the parish register.; and were able to continue on the line. This would have been almost impos­
sible without the military levying rolls.

CORRELATION WITH OTHER SOURCES

It is stressed that no one source alone should be used to develop a pedigree or to complete a particular
family group. Each source should be used in careful conjunction with other important sources that exist
for the same period of time, as each provides its own particular type of information.



Class: Beginning Danish Research
Handout: Military Levying Rolls

DENMARK: MlLITARY LEVYING ROLLS

I. BACKGROUND

A. The regular Danish army
prior to the year 1700.
primarily foreigners.

consisted of volunteers
These volunteers were

B. In 1701 and again in 1733, this "standing army was
supplemented with a national militia, consisting of
young men drafted from the rural areas.

C. In the period of "compulsory residence"
(Stavnsbaandet), from 1733 to 1788, the landowners
had the responsibility of supplying the national
militia with a specified number of men from among
those leasing or working on the land qwned by them.

D. Some military levying rolls for the period 1700­
1788 are preserved.

E. After 1788, the method of enlistment changed. The
country was divided into a number of levying
districts (laegder). In each of these districts a
prominent man was assigned the responsibility of
keeping a current list of the young men in the
district. Prior to 1849 the sons of the more
prominent people were not on these lists.

II. PERIOD COVERED

A. 1700-1788 (incomplete)
B. 1789 to 1860 (complete)

III. CONTENTS

A. The Military Levying Rolls (Army) :
1. The name of the conscript
2. Serial numbers (old and new laegd numbers)
3. The name of the conscript's father. (If born

out of wedlock, the name of the mother is
given instead.)

4. His height
5. His age
6. His place of birth
7. His present place of residence
8. Various remarks



B. The Navy Levying Rolls - the same basic information
as the Army rolls. In addition, these rolls will
provide information concerning a conscript's
marriage and the number of his children. Notations
pertaining to a person's shipping experience,
occupation and reference to where his father is
found on the rolls are also recorded.

IV • AVAILABILITY

A. The period 1700-1788 - The rolls are located under
the name of the parish where the soldier or his
father lived. The rolls have been microfilmed and
are available at the Family History Library.

B. The period 1789-1849:
1. Each levying district usually covered the area

of a parish.
2. No rolls exist for the cities. They had their

own militia.
3. No rolls exist for the county of Bornholm. It

had its own militia.
4. Only a few of the parishes of the counties of

Aabenraa-Sonderborg, Haderslev and Tonder are
included in the military levying rolls system.
The remaining area was part of the duchy of
Schleswig-Holstein.

5. The remaining areas of Denmark are covered by
the rolls. The rolls are available on
microfilms at the Family History Library.

6. Separate Navy rolls began in 1802. In the
counties of Odense and Svendborg they started
in 1796.

C. The period 1860-1869 - For the islands of Sjaelland
and Fyn available on microfilms at the FaJDily
History Library. For the remaining counties
available on microfilm until 1860.

D. The period after 1870 - The rolls for the island of
Sjaelland available on microfilm until 1886. The
rolls for the island of Fyn available on microfilm
for some years after 1886.

V. HOW TO USE THE MILITARY LEVYING ROLLS

A. Locate on the map the parish and the county where
the person lived.

B. Check the FHLC looking under the Danish county
and the SUbject heading "Military Records".

C. Find the name of the parish, write down the old and
new laegd numbers.

D. Continue reading for the year of the desired
levying roll and then the rolls' film number.

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asp


E. Since the names of the person on the rolls are
listed with their given names only, use the
father's given name (listed just above the other
name) and add "sen" for the proper surname of the
son.

VI. VALUE

probably the greatest value of the military levying
rolls to the researcher is that it provides a
genealogical tool which makes it possible to follow a
family moving from one place to another. This is
particularly valuable in the period 1790-1830 when
most of the parish registers do not contain any
incoming or outgoing lists. Fortunately, the vast
majority of the Danish population lived in the rural
areas at that time and the ·husbands and sons are
listed in these records.

VII. PECULIARITIES

During the period 1789-1849 males were listed on the
rolls from birth and continued to be listed there
until they were about 44 years of age unless their
names were removed because of poor health, added
responsibilities, or other legitimate reasons. After
February 12, 1849 names were dropped from the rolls
when the person reached about age 38. Also, after
that date male children were not recorded on the rolls
until they were confirmed or about age 15 years.
After 1860, the names were not entered on the rolls
until the males were 17 years old.

On the Navy rolls between the time period 1802-1849
the men remained on the rolls as long as they lived.
After 1849 the names were removed around the age of 50
years or in some cases, if the person was not employed
with the fishing fleet or in the merchant marine, his
name could be removed around the age of 38 years.



EXAMPLES TAKEN jo'ROM A PAGE IN THE
MILITARY LEVYING ROLLS (LAr~DSRULLf.) Jo'OR THE YMA 11102

(Lacgd No. 39)

GI. LalJc N", lAUe .·cdrcna 01 SeoAcmca Name. s.nnc:rna .0.1.1", IlnjUe Nu h.vclKk: VcuLc••un,cr

No. (Old No. (New (TIle ........ 01 lIlc lawn and Flldcl.cd. har. TUlluncr. OpbolliulC&I ("tile.1

Serial NO.) 5criaI No.) lho -.) (Tbe JU,,'. (.\ie, (HciKhl, (PI'CICDI reai&lcnce)

bitlhplaca ) Year) Inchca)

1. 286 '2k ChrialCA KAudoaa

~ Brade....p 2~ 63~ IIr....... (;,00. 11IO~ .

Mallcd SelL ISOt (l'.....r 1102)

(Di'c; d)

Z. 217 2~ C1aria.... Wnu
X- Siohe 27 62~ 5ioI1C '"low lllI

(lioWicr ia I71111)

1 2811 226 II.... Jesucn.
CIuiaccD SACJCra i hjC:lluua...-..,

(al boNnll)

•• 2l/~ 'bll- • Je... s.rc_..
_.

J- IIcrJlcY 7 -- 5ioI1C
~I D3Ui

~. ~l/i "15- Je... s........n
-s.- HmIoy 3 .._... Siohe

~I a 317

i. 310 m Niel. OIICD

tiioo. IIrlldcNp 3 _m.' hjelllme

Vejle 16 C 122 (uhomc)

7. 3U 233 Marc" Landaller
Pedu Niclac.. Sioilll 3 ._- bjelDlllll

(al hOlllC)

I. Ul7 23. Raa.nll. LallriclICD

Svcn lNvcIc....p bjemme fll<ll (bum)

(&thome) II AlIlu" 111111

,. L320 2J~ Mu.IC" Lanen
Moncn llreda..... 19 64 lIru<Ie....p fra (lmm)

il·276

O. L321 2Ji H;uu SvcMin'ICn

S...nniRi VON" 22 62 DI'DlIa....p lroO (fnNIl)

K;wIcn 7·Ji~

OTE: On lhr C"s~n .. le mee't lome n&mel ancJ nunaUcu arc cruucd oul. Thia imJicOllc. ahat tbal lacl"lun wu &J.°lett-d 1"lIn
d~ roll by 'ralll/er III anuwr ",II or aume oilier ,........ u inclicalC&l by Ihc iolormaliun ,bown jlllllUllicr II.. Mille.



MIL I TAR Y LEV YIN G R 0 L L S

REGULAR OR COMPLETE ROLLS

These rolls were started between the years 1788 and 1790 ln Denmark by
a law enacted 20 June 1788. A new roll was started every three years, wah
annual supplementary rolls coverlng 1ntervenlng perlods. None were regu1red
for Bornho1m. Untll 1849 the levy1ng rolls excluded urban areas. The sea
coast areas were covered by the naval levy1ng rolls from 1802 and thereafter,
except on the Island of Fyn, where naval 1evylng rolls wera started 1n 1796.

Each male lndlv1dual recelved a number for the flrst roll on wh1ch hls
name appeared. In subsequent rolls a column was prepared wlth the old roll
number of the person concerned as well as the current personal roll nWllber.
For each male lndlv1dual whose name lsentered the m1l1tary roll glves: 1) the
name of the lndlv1dual's father," 2) the lndlv1dua1's place of blrth, age 3)
(date of blrth upon f1rst entry as an lnfant), 4) he1ght, 5) res1dence and 6)
remarks.

From 1788-1790 to 1848. entr1es were made at the t1me of the chlld's
b1rth. and cont1nued. be1ng reta1ned normally untl1 he was 43-44 years of
age. From 1849-1869 entr1es were ..de at the age of 14 and contlnued nOnlall,
untll he was 38. In 1869 the age of entry on to the roll s was changed to 17
years.

These records are extre.e1y valuable ln fo110wlng the movements of ..le
persons, espec1ally between the age of 14 and the tll11e of marrlage. Because
of the connonness of ~st patronymlcs used ln Denmark, these records should be
used H there ls any quest10n of ldentlty of the lndlv1dua1 concerned as he
appears 1n other records of genealoglca1 value.

SUPPLEMENTARY ROLLS

Supplementary records were prepared each year between the preparat10n
of the regular rolls. They are lndentlfled by a letter of the alphabet, w1th
a new letter belng ass1gned consecutlve1y for each succeedlng year. Other
than thls the record ls bas1ca11y the same as the regular roll.

New male blrths ln the parlsh are 11sted ln the supp1ement~ry rOlls, as
well as male persons movlng lnto the parlsh who at the tlme of change of
res1dence were 11sted on the 1evylng rolls of some other parlsh. When such a
transfer occurs, ldentlf1cat10n ls malnta1ned by the proper cross reference of
the personal entry number 1n the varlous rolls. Thus these personal entry
nUQOers can be followed from roll to roll as llnks ln the chaln of movements,
and complete ldentlty can vlrtua11y always be guaranteed.



NAVAL LEVYING ROLLS

At the begInnIng of these rolls, they were Included In the army rolls,
whIch have OS. L." wrItten on each entry. After 1803 they were separated from
the army rolls and broken \nto three serIes:

1- The Ma\n Roll

2- The Roll of Young Men (under age 14)

3- The Extra Roll (maInly older persons, and men w\th master and
mate l\censes.)

Coastal clt\es are \ncluded on separate lIsts, and usually are carr\ed
for a auch longer perIod of t\me between maIn rolls.

The Naval Rolls have a s11ghtly d\fferent format, but are not dlff\cult
to follow. When a person \s added to a complete roll, he w111 conmonly be
placed \n the f\rst vacated number of that dlstr\ct, rather than at the end.




